
 

First Presbyterian Evanston 
 

December 4, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
FOCUS 

 
Prelude                  What is this Lovely Fragrance 

(French Carol, arr. Timothy H. Waugh, ed. Robert Ivey, 1993) 
 

What is this fragrance softly stealing? Shepherds! It sets my heart a-stir!  
Never was sweetness so appealing, Never were flowers of spring so fair!  
What is this fragrance softly stealing? Shepherds! It sets my heart a-stir! 

 
What is this Light around us streaming? Out of the dark – with blinding ray – 

Purer than Star of Morning's seeming – Showing our path as plain as day!  
What is this Light around us streaming? Out of the dark – with blinding ray! 

 
God in His charity and favour, Gives of His grace to all a share! 

Grace that aboundeth, now and ever, Peace that abideth everywhere! 
God in His charity and favour, Gives of His grace to all a share! 

 
 

EXALT 
 

Welcome 
 
Lighting the Second Candle of Advent - Peace 
First Reader: In our most desperate times, by day or by night, the 
hope of Christ may be found. We watch and we wait to witness the 
hope of heaven making a place here on earth.  

Second Reader: We light the candle of hope, because hope has come 
to us. 

(The first Advent candle is lit.) 



First Reader: When we are overwhelmed with conflict without or 
within, the peace of Christ may be found. We welcome the peace of 
Christ, present among us and available to all.  
Second Reader: Today we light the candle of peace, because peace 
has come to us.  

(The second Advent candle is lit.) 

All: Welcome, peace of Christ. We breathe in your presence, 
which sustains us and makes us whole. Where will we find you 
today? 

Come Light our Hearts 
(Words & Music: Sandra McCracken, 2015; CCLI Song #7054135) 

 

For You O Lord our souls in stillness wait 

For You O Lord our souls in stillness wait 

Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 
 
O Lord of life, our only hope, 

Your radiance shines 

On all who look to You in the dark, 

Emmanuel, come, come light our hearts. 
 
Call to Worship 
Reader: Wake up, my friends, and hear the words of the messenger: 
All: “Do not be afraid. A baby will be born, and you will call him 
Jesus.”  
Come and hear the words spoken long ago:  

“Jesus will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High.” 
Will there be an end to his kingdom? To his mission of love on 
earth?  

“Of his kingdom there will be no end.” 



Then have no fear, for the kingdom of heaven is eternal. 

We are not afraid. Come, let us worship! 
 
Opening Song           

Indescribable 
(Words & Music: Jesse Reeves & Laura Story, 2004; CCLI Song #4403076) 

  
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, 

Creation's revealing Your majesty. 

From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring, 

Ev'ry creature unique in the song that it sings, 

All exclaiming: 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name. 

You are amazing, God: 

All powerful, untamable. 
Awestruck, we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim: 

You are amazing, God. 
 
Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go, 

Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow? 

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light, 

Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night? 

None can fathom. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name. 



You are amazing, God: 

All powerful, untamable. 
Awestruck, we fall to our knees 

As we humbly proclaim: 

You are amazing, God. 
 
You are amazing, God. 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky 

And You know them by name. 

You are amazing, God: 

Incomparable, unchangeable, 

You see the depths of my heart 

And You love me the same. 

You are amazing, God. 
 
You are amazing, God. 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon 
 
All: Most High God, you call us to bring the light of your Word 
Jesus to a foggy, confusing world; to bring your comfort to a 
lost and lonely creation; and to proclaim that your yoke is easy 
and your burden is light. 
But we confess that sometimes, instead of sharing your light, 
we use it instead to blind our neighbors; we look for the speck 
of sin in our neighbor’s eye while ignoring the log of sin in our 
own eye. 
Forgive us when we forget to share the good news of your grace 
and compassion with others; when we dismiss our neighbors 
with judgment instead of loving them as you love us, God.  



Help us start anew today, dear God, and remember that you 
sent your light, Jesus Christ, into the world to enlighten all 
people and to draw all to himself. Amen. 
(Moment for silent prayer.) 
Leader: Rest in the knowledge our sins are forgiven, our hopes are 
renewed, and the God who lights the path toward deliverance will 
never forsake us. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
Song of Response       Come Light our Hearts 

(Words & Music: Sandra McCracken, 2015; CCLI Song #7054135) 
  

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 

  

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 

  

O Lord of life, our only hope 

Your radiance shines 

On all who look to You in the dark 

Emmanuel come, come light our hearts 

  

O Lord of life, our only hope 

Your radiance shines 

On all who look to You in the dark 

Emmanuel come, come light our hearts 

  

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 



Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 

  

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 

  

Oh joy above all other loves, 

In You we find more than enough 

We come as we are, O heal and restore 

Come light our hearts 

  

Oh joy above all other loves, 

In You we find more than enough 

We come as we are, O heal and restore 

Come light our hearts 

  

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 

Truly our hope is in You 

Truly our hope is in You 

 
ENCOUNTER 

 

Children’s Moment 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ 
 
Scripture                       Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 



    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see 

    or decide by what his ears hear, 

4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the lion will feed together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 

7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

9 They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 
Sermon                   The View from the Valley 

Rev. Dr. Raymond Hylton, Senior Pastor 
 



RESPOND 
 
Sharing of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Hymn of Response 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (Blue Hymnal #2) 
(Words: Charles Wesley, 1744; Music: tune “Hyfrydol,” Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, 
arr. Fernando Ortega, 2008; handbell arr. Pam Pettibone, c. 2018; CCLI Song #31999) 

  

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a King. 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 
 
 
 



Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Blue Hymnal #592) 
(Words: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551; CCLI Song #56204) 

  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

All who are truly sorry for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior,  
and who desire to live in obedience to Him, are invited to take communion. 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Prayer)…with whom forever we sing your praise. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
(Prayer)…Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
(Prayer)...Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



Communion Music           

Mary, Did You Know 

(Words & Music: Buddy Greene & Mark Lowry, 1991,  
arr. Crofton Coleman, handbell arr. ed. Pam Pettibone, 2022; CCLI Song #839225) 

  
Mary did you know That your baby boy Would one day walk on 

water? Mary did you know That your baby boy Would save our sons 
and daughters? Did you know That your baby boy Has come to make 

you new? This Child that you delivered Will soon deliver you. 
 

Mary did you know That your baby boy Would give sight to the blind 
man? Mary did you know That your baby boy Would calm a storm 

with His hand? Did you know That your baby boy Has walked where 
angels trod, And when you kiss your little baby You've kissed the face 

of God? Oh, Mary did you know? 
 

The blind will see, The deaf will hear, The dead will live again; The 
lame will leap, The dumb will speak The praises of the Lamb. 

 
Mary did you know That your baby boy Is Lord of all creation? Mary 
did you know That your baby boy Will one day rule the nations? Did 

you know That your baby boy Is heaven's perfect Lamb, And the 
sleeping Child you're holding Is the great I Am. 

 
Prayer after Communion  

 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, 



and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Closing Song              

Come, People of the Risen King 
(Words & Music: Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend, 2007; CCLI Song #523617) 

  

Come people of the Risen King 

Who delight to bring Him praise. 

Come all and tune your hearts to sing 

To the Morning Star of grace. 

From the shifting shadows of the earth 

We will lift our eyes to Him, 

Where steady arms of mercy reach 

To gather children in. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Let ev'ry tongue rejoice! 

One heart, one voice, 

O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
 
Come those whose joy is morning sun 

And those weeping through the night. 

Come those who tell of battles won 

And those struggling in the fight. 

For His perfect love will never change 

And His mercies never cease 

But follow us through all our days 

With the certain hope of peace. 
 



Rejoice! Rejoice! Let ev'ry tongue rejoice! 

One heart, one voice, 

O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
 
Come young and old from ev'ry land, 

Men and women of the faith. 

Come those with full or empty hands. 

Find the riches of His grace. 

Over all the world His people sing, 

Shore to shore we hear them call 

The truth that cries through ev'ry age, 

“Our God is all in all.” 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Let ev'ry tongue rejoice! 

One heart, one voice, 

O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
 
Sending & Benediction 
 
Postlude                       Beautiful Things 

(Words & Music: Lisa Gungor & Michael Gungor, 2009; CCLI Song #5665521) 
  

All this pain. I wonder if I’ll ever find my way; 

I wonder if my life could really change at all. 

  

All this earth. Could all that is lost ever be found; 

Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 

  

You make beautiful things, You make beautiful things out of the dust. 

You make beautiful things, You make beautiful things out of us. 

  

All around, Hope is springing up from this old ground; 

Out of chaos, life is being found in you. 

  



You make beautiful things... You make beautiful things... 

  

You make me new, You are making me new. 

You make me new,You are making me new. 

  

You make me new.../You make beautiful things... 

 
Today’s Worship Service Leaders 
Crofton Coleman, Worship Band Director, Piano & Vocals 
Judith Hylton & Bethany Vaughan, Vocals; Christie Miller, Acoustic Guitar; Erwin 
Yasukawa, Bass; Waldo Ocana, Drums; Tina Laughlin, Percussion 

Peg Forbes, Laurie Kaeser, Jiheon Kang, Karen McLeod, Matt McLeod, Peter McLeod, 
Pam Pettibone, Annette Stover, Kay Sugiura, Carol Surma, Anne van Heukelem, 
Chancel Bells 
Hannah Dixon McConnell, Dir. of Worship & Music, Chancel Bell Director 
  
Rev. Dr. Raymond Hylton, Welcome & Call to Worship, Sermon, Sharing of Tithes, 
Communion, Sending & Benediction 
Ron & Bette Jean O’Nan, Lighting the Advent Candle 
Rev. Amanda Golbek, Minister of Children & Youth, Confession, Communion 
Jim Teague, Director of Communications, Children’s Message & Peace 
Amy Powell, Scripture Reading 
Laurie Kaeser & Tom Kaeser, Communion Servers 
 
Evan Peters, A/V Coordinator, Live Audio 
Mike Campbell, A/V Volunteer, Projection  
Jacob Collins, A/V Volunteer, Video Switcher 
John Carlson, A/V Volunteer, Online Chat 
Qin Zhou, A/V Volunteer, Online Chat 
Joe Sickles, Building Team 
 
Carol Clanton, Marcia Smith, Ushers 
Peg Forbes & Paul Haase, Greeters 
Mike Denesha & Sally Ivaska, Prayer Companions 
 
Christian Education & Childcare 
The Nursery will be open from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
Youth/Children’s classes meet from 11 a.m.-noon.  

Kindergarten thru 4th grade meets in the 3rd Floor East Room.  
5th thru 7th grade meets in the 3rd Floor Center Room.  
8th thru 12th grade meets in Room 206.  

 
Adult Education – Today at 11:15 a.m.  

“The Church’s Song” All-Church Adult Ed meets in the Sanctuary. 
 



First Pres Announcements 
Condolence – We offer our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the friends and family of 
Marcia Neuhart for her passing on November 26, 2022.  Services have not yet been 
scheduled. 

We collect our Deacon's Offering during today's service – To make your donation online, 
visit http://firstpresevanston.org/give. 

Christmas Around the World Potluck TODAY– Our monthly Agape Meal returns today at 
11 a.m. in the dining room. We celebrate the season, honoring the birth of our Lord Jesus, 
by embracing the diversity of our family in Christ and savoring bounteous Christmas 
flavors from around the globe.  

Churchwide Advent Daily Devotional now available at the front desk! – Advent bags 
with weekly devotional guides are also available at the front desk.  

Apollo’s Fire at First Pres almost sold out – The December 9 performance of Handel’s 
Messiah by Apollo's Fire Baroque orchestra from Cleveland is almost sold out. It takes place 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A 20% discount is available for First Pres members and 
friends with this code: FPCE20. Please visit https://apollosfire.org/event/handels-messiah-
chicago/ or call the box office at 216-320-0012.  

Pageant Registration! – All youth and children aged 3 years and older are invited to join in 
a wonderful retelling of the nativity scripture. The Pageant will take place Sunday, 
December 18 during the worship service with reading parts, acting parts, and video/slide 
opportunities. A mandatory rehearsal will take place December 17 from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Register by December 11. Visit http://firstpresevanston.org/pageant-2022 to register! 

Gingerbread House Decorating! – All First Presbyterian families and friends are invited to 
join us Sunday, December 11 from 3-5 p.m. for our annual Gingerbread house decorating 
extravaganza! Houses cost $10 each. Please indicate in your registration how many houses 
you would like to purchase. The houses come pre-built, with a kit of candy and icing to 
inspire endless creativity. This a family friendly, all-ages activity. Registration deadline 
Sunday, December 4. Questions? Contact Pastor Amanda agolbek@firstpresevanston.org. 
To register, visit http://firstpresevanston.org/gingerbread.  

Donate candy for Gingerbread Decorating! – The Our Families Our Children ministry is 
collecting donations of holiday candy to be used for decorating gingerbread houses. Please 
drop off candy at the Front Desk for Pastor Amanda. Donations are needed by Saturday, 
December 10. 

Sponsor an Angel in Prison Fellowship’s ‘Virtual’ Angel Tree – The Deacons continue 
the Christmas tradition of supporting Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree, connecting parents in 
prison with their child and sharing the love of God. Sponsorships provide a gift package 
with a prepaid gift card, a personal message from the incarcerated parent, an age-
appropriate Gospel message, and an opportunity to request a Bible. We are supporting 85 

http://firstpresevanston.org/give
https://apollosfire.org/event/handels-messiah-chicago/
https://apollosfire.org/event/handels-messiah-chicago/
http://firstpresevanston.org/pageant-2022
http://firstpresevanston.org/gingerbread


Angels and their families this year. Please make your commitment by December 11. For 
details, visit http://firstpresevanston.org/angel-tree-2022. 

Blue Christmas Service December 14, 7 p.m. in the Parlor – For many, Christmas is not 
a time of joy and celebration, but rather a time of grieving. The loss and isolation of the 
pandemic have intensified many of these feelings. Join us as we gather in a guided time of 
lifting these struggles and concerns to God, who delights in drawing near and giving us 
comfort. A web link for those who wish to attend remotely will be provided the week of the 
event. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

1427 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201 
(847) 864-1472        Fax:(847) 864-1494 

E-mail address: info@firstpresevanston.org 
www.firstpresevanston.org 

 
Mission Statement: 

 First Presbyterian Church of Evanston  
exists to know Christ and to grow in him  

as we serve and make disciples in Evanston, the Chicago area, 
and the world. 

 

 
This QR code will take you to a web page with links for giving and recording your attendance at 

today’s service via the Connect Card. 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts in today’s service are reproduced by permission from the following: Presbyterian Hymnal: 
Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs. Copyright 1990. Westminster/John Knox Press, CCLI License 

#253526. OneLicense #A-804550. 
  

http://firstpresevanston.org/angel-tree-2022
mailto:info@firstpresevanston.org


Welcome! We’re glad you are here. We ask everyone to complete and 
return this page. Please tear it off from the stapled bulletin, to slip to 
the offering basket every week.                                                           
                    December 4, 2022 

 
_____________________ ____________________ 
Your Name  
_________________________________________ 
Family members’ names/ages 
_________________________________________ 
Street Address, City, State, Zip 
_________________________________________ 
Phone:      Cell         Home 
_________________________________________ 
Email address 
 
 Send me the weekly E-newsletter 
  
 First time visitor 
 Occasional attendee 
 Regular attendee/member 
 
 Single 
 Married 
 Have children at home 
 Junior/High School student 
 College student/Graduate student 

 
 
 

Please pray for:  
(This is shared with pastors & confidential prayer team) 

 
 
 
 

I’m interested in: 
 Knowing Jesus better 
 I need prayer or support 
 I would like to speak with a pastor 
 Joining a Small Group 
 Joining the Welcome Team 
 Worship Music Team 
 Sound/AV/Video Team 
 Prayer Team 
 Becoming a Member  
 I need a Stephen Minister 
 Communion at home suggested for 
    ______________________ (name) 
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