
 

First Presbyterian Evanston 
 

   March 2, 2022 – 7 p.m.    
Ash Wednesday 

 
FOCUS 

 

Opening Sentences  
“No act of virtue can be great if it is not followed by advantage for others. So, 
no matter how much time you spend fasting, no matter how much you sleep 
on a hard floor and eat ashes and sigh continually, if you do no good to 
others, you do nothing great.” — John Chrysostom (d. 407)  
 

Welcome & Announcements 
“Since the beginning of the Church, Christians have observed the days of our 
Lord’s passion and resurrection with great devotion. It became one of the 
greatest traditions of the church to prepare for these events through serious 
examination of our spiritual lives. The season of Lent is a time of penitence, 
discipline, and renewal. In the Ash Wednesday service we are reminded of our 
mortality, we confess our sins, and we experience forgiveness through Christ’s 
death and resurrection. The “imposition of ashes” is a central part of the 
service. You are invited to come forward to receive the ashes on your forehead. 
In Scripture, ashes serve both as a symbol of mortality and as a sign of 
mourning and repentance. But neither sin nor death are the final word. We 
leave the service in confidence and gratitude: Christ has conquered death, and 
nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord.” — Harry Boonstra (1935-2017) 
 
Prelude                     Drawn to You  

(Words & Music: Audrey Assad & Matt Maher, 2016, CCLI Song #7101834)  

 
All my devotion is like sinking sand  
I've nothing to cling to but Your sweet hand  
No clear emotions keeping me safe at night  



Only Your presence like a candle light  
 
After ev'rything I've had  
After ev'rything I've lost  
Lord I know this much is true  
I'm still drawn to You  
 
I pour out my sorrows just like a precious oil  
I kiss Your feet Lord with a holy joy  
My tears an offering of my highest praise  
Your eyes say welcome and I receive Your gaze  
 
After ev'rything I've had  
After ev'rything I've lost  
Lord I know this much is true  
I'm still drawn to You  
 
After ev'rything's been said  
After ev'rything love costs  
Lord I know this much is true  
I'm still drawn to You  
 
Lord I know this much is true  
I'm still drawn to You 

 

EXALT 
 

Opening Prayer  
 

Leader: The Lord is merciful and gracious,  
All: slow to anger and abounding in love.  

In the name of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
This is the day of our salvation.  



O God, you delight not in pomp and show, but in a humble and 
contrite heart.  
Overturn our selfish ways and our love of worldly possessions 
and fix our hearts more firmly on you, that, having nothing, we 
may yet possess everything, a treasure stored up for us in 
heaven. Amen.  

 
 

Opening Song                 Trisagion (Holy God) 
(Words: pre-4th century; Music: Fernando Ortega, 2011; CCLI Song #6513081) 

 

Holy God 

Holy and Mighty 

Holy Immortal One 

Have mercy, have mercy on us 

 

Holy God 

Holy and Mighty 

Holy Immortal One 

Have mercy, have mercy on us 

 

Holy God 

Holy and Mighty 

Holy Immortal One 

Have mercy, have mercy on us 

 

Scripture                            Isaiah 58:1-12  
1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their 
sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not 
forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous 
judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3 “Why do we fast, but 
you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 



Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all 
your workers. 4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to 
strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make 
your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie 
in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to 
the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with 
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall 
call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will 
say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing 
of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The 
LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched 
places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the 
restorer of streets to live in. 
 
Litany of Confession (from Psalm 51) 
 

All: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your 
praise. For you have no delight in sacrifice; If I were to give a 
burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice 



acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
Song of Confession 

O God, Will You Restore Us 
(Words: Psalm 80:19, Psalm 85:10, Isaiah 58:6;  

Music: Isaac Wardell, from Lamentations by Bifrost Arts, 2016) 
 

O God, will You restore us,  
and grant us Your salvation? 
 
O God, will You restore us,  
and grant us Your salvation? 
 

I will hear what God proclaims 

The Lord our God proclaims peace 

Kindness and truth shall meet 

Justice and peace shall kiss 
 

O God, will You restore us,  
and grant us Your salvation? 
 

“Here is the fast I choose – 

To loosen the bonds of the oppressed and break their chains 

Let righteousness and justice go out before you 

Then you will call out and I will hear” 
 

O God, will You restore us,  
and grant us Your salvation? 

 
O God, will You restore us,  
and grant us Your salvation? 

 
Prayer of Confession  



All: Almighty and everlasting God, You breathed into dust the 
breath of life, creating us for fellowship with You. You brought 
about our redemption through Jesus Christ to restore us to 
fellowship with You. Today we acknowledge You as our Creator 
and Redeemer. We acknowledge the frailty of our lives, the pain 
of our sinfulness, and even the weakness of our faith. Work in 
us, we pray, a spirit of true humility and of deep joy in Your 
presence, as we join now to offer our prayers to You. Amen.  
(We offer our silent prayers of confession to God.) 
 

Assurance of Pardon - Anthem 

Psalm 130: Out of the Depths from “Psalm Set” 
(Words: after Martin Luthers’ “Aus tiefer not,” Psalm 130; Music: John Ferguson, 1996) 

 
Out of the depths I cry to you; 
O Savior, hear me calling. 
Out of the depths I cry to you,  
Lord, hear my voice, 
Let your ears consider the voice of my supplication. 
If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, 
Who, Lord? Who could stand? 
For there is forgiveness with you; 
Therefore you shall be feared. 
I wait for the Lord, 
My soul waits for the Lord, 
Whose word is my hope. 
 
 

Scripture                   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

1 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 



may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, 
for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are 
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19 “Do 
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Song of Response  

My Worth is Not in What I Own  
(Words & Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, & Graham Kendrick, 2014, CCLI Song # 7024758)  

 

My worth is not in what I own  
Not in the strength of flesh and bone  
But in the costly wounds of love  
At the cross  
 
My worth is not in skill or name  



In win or lose, in pride or shame  
But in the blood of Christ that flowed  
At the cross  
 

I rejoice in my redeemer  
Greatest treasure  
Wellspring of my soul  
And I will trust in him, no other  
My soul is satisfied in him alone  
 
As summer flowers we fade and die  
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by  
But life eternal calls to us  
At the cross  
 
I will not boast in wealth or might  
Or human wisdom's fleeting light  
But I will boast in knowing Christ  
At the cross  
 
I rejoice in my redeemer  
Greatest treasure  
Wellspring of my soul  
I will trust in him, no other  
My soul is satisfied in him alone  
 
Two wonders here that I confess  
My worth and my unworthiness  
My value fixed, my ransom paid  
At the cross  
 
I rejoice in my redeemer  



Greatest treasure  
Wellspring of my soul  
I will trust in him, no other  
My soul is satisfied in him alone  
 
I rejoice in my redeemer  
Greatest treasure  
Wellspring of my soul  
And I will trust in him, no other  
My soul is satisfied in him alone  
 
 

ENCOUNTER 
 

Sermon                        Proper Alignment 

Rev. Dr. Raymond Hylton, Senior Pastor 
 

RESPOND 
 

Litany for the Imposition of the Ashes 
 

Leader: We begin our Lenten observance and journey to Easter 
morning with the symbol of ashes. This ancient sign speaks of the 
frailty of our own human lives, calls us to humility and heartfelt 
repentance, and urges us to place our hope in God alone.  
All: Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of the 
earth. May these ashes remind us of our mortality and 
penitence and teach us again that only by your gracious gift are 
we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
People of God, each year we remember and celebrate the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which He overcame death 
and provided for us redemption from sin. Lent is a season of 
preparation for this celebration, a time for personal and communal 
renewal and penitence. I invite you, therefore, to observe a holy Lent 



by self-examination and penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works 
of love, and by reading and meditating on the Word of God. 
 
Leader: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
All: “...whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” 
(Romans 14:8) 
 

Choir Anthem        
Thou Knowest, Lord 

(Words: Funeral Sentence from the Book of Common Prayer, 1549, rev. 1604;  
Music: Henry Purcell, 1659-1695) 

 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; 

Shut not thy merciful ears unto our pray'rs; 

But spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty. 

O holy and most merciful Saviour, 

Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 

Suffer us not at our last hour, 

For any pains of death to fall from Thee. 
 

Prayer of Response  
All: God of love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, so 
may we give ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. 
As we journey as pilgrims throughout these forty days, teach us 
to walk in the light of Your Word. Keep our feet firmly in the 
way where Christ leads us; make our mouths speak the truth 
that Christ teaches us; fill us with the life that is Christ within 
us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever, Amen. 
 
 

Choral Benediction       
We See the Mountains 

(Words: from Psalm 121; Music: Londonderry Air, traditional Irish tune, arr. Hal H. Hopson, 2012) 

 



We see the mountains lifted high before us, 

And some may ask, “From where does our help come?” 

I tell you this, our help comes from the Lord, 

The God who made all heavens, all the earth. 

 

God calls us back when on the road we lose our way; 

The Lord who keeps us never, never sleeps. 

The God of all, the very God of Israel 

Will hold us fast and bring us home again. 

 

The Lord, by night, will be a light to guide us; 

The Lord, by day, will be a constant shade. 

Our going out, our coming in are guarded 

From this time forth, and yet forevermore. 

 

God calls us back when on the road we lose our way; 

The Lord who keeps us never, never sleeps. 

The God of all, the very God of Israel 

Will hold us fast and bring us home again. 

 
Benediction 
 

Depart in Silence 

 

  



Today’s Worship Service Leaders 
Crofton Coleman, Worship Band Dir., Vocals, Piano 
Hannah Dixon McConnell, Dir. of Worship & Music, Choir Director, Vocals, Piano 
Tina Laughlin, Percussion 
Dr. Rebecca Chu, Organist 
Chancel Choir, Anthems & Congregational Songs 
Rev. Amanda Golbek, Minister of Children & Youth, Opening Prayer, Litany of Confession 
Caryl Weinberg, Dir. of Mission, Scripture Reading 
Rev. Dr. Raymond Hylton, Senior Pastor, Opening Sentences, Welcome, Sermon 
Carol Smith, Scripture Reading 
 
Noah McLeod, Interim A/V Coordinator  
Jim Teague, Communications Director, Children’s Message & Peace 
Qin Zhou, Projection 
Jake Collins, A/V Volunteer, Live Stream 
John Carlson, A/V Volunteer, Online Chat 
Jason Allen, Building Team 
Susan Anderson, John Powell, Ushers & Greeters 
 

First Pres Announcements (To Be Updated by Jim) 
Fellowship time in Roy Hall, TODAY - Join us today after the service in our 2nd Floor gym as our 
Deacons host our Sunday social gathering. 
 
Advent Adult Education Class continues TODAY - Taught by FPCE member David Ivaska, our 
class entitled “Tough Questions at Christmas – Surprised by Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace,”  meets in 
the Sanctuary and online via Zoom. 
 
Agape Meal will take place today at Noon in Dining Room - All are invited to our monthly Agape 
meal at Noon in the Dining Room. We will enjoy a time of fellowship with each other, and a simple 
meal prepared by Kris Economos and her super Souper Saturday team. This is our way of 
continuing the feast we celebrate at the communion table during that morning’s service. 
 
Gingerbread House decorating event TODAY!!! - Our annual Gingerbread house decorating event 
takes place next today from 3-5 p.m. in Roy Hall. Houses cost $10 each and we still have a few left. 
 
Prayer Gathering online, Wednesday at 7 p.m. – Join us online on Zoom this coming Wednesday 
as we bring our prayers and concerns before God, listening for his response, and seeking his 
guidance. All are welcome. See the event listing on our home page for the registration link. 
 
Youth/Children’s Education – Sundays at 11 a.m. 

All children are asked to meet on the 3rd Floor for Christmas Pageant rehearsal (Except for 
Confirmation Class) 

Confirmation Class: 8th and 9th grade – Meet in room 206. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

1427 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201 
(847) 864-1472        Fax:(847) 864-1494 

E-mail address: info@firstpresevanston.org 
www.firstpresevanston.org 

 
Mission Statement: 

 First Presbyterian Church of Evanston  
exists to know Christ and to grow in him  

as we serve and make disciples in Evanston, the Chicago area, 
and the world. 

 

 
This QR code will take you to a web page with links for giving and recording your attendance at 

today’s service via the Connect Card. 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts in today’s service are reproduced by permission from the following: Presbyterian Hymnal: 
Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs. Copyright 1990. Westminster/John Knox Press, CCLI License 

#253526. OneLicense #A-804550. 
  

mailto:info@firstpresevanston.org


  



Welcome! We’re glad you are here. We ask everyone to complete and return this 
page. Please tear it off from the stapled bulletin, to slip to the offering basket  
every week.                                                                            December 19, 2021 
 
_____________________ ____________________ 
Your Name  
_________________________________________ 
Family members’ names/ages 
_________________________________________ 
Street Address, City, State, Zip 
_________________________________________ 
Phone:      Cell         Home 
_________________________________________ 
Email address 
 
 Send me the weekly E-newsletter    
 
 First time visitor 
 Occasional attendee 
 Regular attendee/member 
 
 Single 
 Married 
 Have children at home 
 Junior/High School student 
 College student/Graduate student 

 
Please pray for:  

(This is shared with pastors & confidential prayer team) 
 

 
 
 

I’m interested in: 
 Knowing Jesus better 
 I need prayer or support 
 I would like to speak with a pastor 
 Joining a Small Group 
 Joining the Welcome Team 
 Worship Music Team 
 Sound/AV/Video Team 
 Prayer Team 
 Becoming a Member  
 I need a Stephen Minister 
 Communion at home suggested for 
    ______________________ (name) 
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