
Taizé at Home           April 8, 2020 
First Presbyterian Church of Evanston 
 
 
Oculi Nostri 

Taizé Booklet 28 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25Abv9TTaEs 
  Oculi nostri ad Dominum Deum 
  Oculi nostri ad Dominum nostrum. 
   Our eyes are turned to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
   Our eyes are turned to the Lord God, our Savior. 
 
 
Reading - Psalm 31:9-16, NRSV
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
          my eye wastes away from grief, 
          my soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, 
          and my years with sighing; 
     my strength fails because of my misery, 
          and my bones waste away. 
 
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
          a horror to my neighbors, 
     an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
          those who see me in the street flee from me. 
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
          I have become like a broken vessel. 
For I hear the whispering of many — 
          terror all around! — 
     as they scheme together against me, 
          as they plot to take my life. 
 
But I trust in you, O LORD; 
          I say, “You are my God.” 
My times are in your hand; 
          deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
          save me in your steadfast love. 
 
 
 
 



In Te Confido 
Taizé Booklet 21 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2Q7qxjQv9I 

…Jesu, O Christe….in te confido. 
...Christ of compassion…Lord God, I trust You. 
 (Cantor Verses) 
 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul…O God, in you I trust… 
 In you I hope all day long…Your mercy and love are eternal… 
 Lead me in your truth and teach me, O Lord… 

for you are the God of my salvation… 
 Good and upright is the Lord…O Lord, teach us to hope for his ways… 
 All the paths of the Lord are streadfast love…mercy and faithfulness… 
 The Lord turns to me and shows me his mercy… 

the Lord calms the troubles of my heart… 
 My eyes are turned to the Lord…the Lord frees my feet from the snare… 
 You hold me close at thy right hand…your presence… 
 Who have I in heaven but you?... 

on earth there is nothing I desire more than you… 
 My flesh and heart may faint…but you my heart’s guard, God forever… 

 
 
Reading – Isaiah 50:4-9a, NRSV 
The Lord GOD has given me 
          the tongue of a teacher, 
     that I may know how to sustain 
          the weary with a word. 
     Morning by morning he wakens — 
          wakens my ear 
          to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
          and I was not rebellious, 
          I did not turn backward. 
 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
          and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
     I did not hide my face 
          from insult and spitting. 
 
The Lord GOD helps me; 
          therefore I have not been disgraced; 
     therefore I have set my face like flint, 
          and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
     he who vindicates me is near. 
    



  Who will contend with me? 
          Let us stand up together. 
     Who are my adversaries? 
          Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
          who will declare me guilty? 
 
 
God is Forgiveness 

Taizé Booklet 25 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGgGFguXwms
God is forgiveness. Dare to forgive and God will be with you. 
God is forgiveness. Love, and do not fear. 
 
 

Lighting and Sharing the Light of Christ 
 (Please always remain in the room with any burning candle.) 

Our lit candle symbolizes our unity in Christ. In our homes or virtally, through the use of 
texting and social media, we take a moment to pass the candlelight to one another to 
symbolize the light of Christ.  
 
 
Silence 
 When we try to express communion with God in words, our minds quickly come short. 
But, in the depths of our being, through the Holy Spirit, Christ is praying far more than we 
imagine. A fairly long period of silence is provided for us to listen to the voice of God, which is 
often heard only in a whisper.  
 
 
Gospel Reading – John 12:20-36, NRSV 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is 
for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 



voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 
of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 
to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, 
“We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son 
of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you 
for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If 
you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, 
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” 
 
After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
 
 
Lord Jesus Christ         

Taizé Booklet 20 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubl8VsTNVv8   
(Instrumental recording – please sing along or sing in your heart) 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 
Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. 
Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 
Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 
Intercessory Prayer 

We pray to our Lord in petitions flowing out from ourselves towards our families, our 
family at FPCE, our community of Evanston, our state of Illinois, our nation, and the world. 

You’re invited to reach out directly to a brother or sister in Christ who is on your heart 
and share with them that you are praying for them tonight. 

If you have a petition or need you would like to share with the FPCE pastoral care team, 
you are invited to contact Parish Nurse Julie Ruchniewicz at 
jruchniewicz@firstpresevanston.org or by calling the church office at (847)864-1472 (all 
messages are regularly accessed). 

If you have a public prayer or encouragement that you would like to share with our FPCE 
family and the world, you are invited to write a post on the FPCE Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/firstpresevanston/ 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Taizé Booklet 6 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DmDA-EJ0MI 
 Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Keep us from temptation, and deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
 



O Lord, Hear My Prayer        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcmOuYpnZS4 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer, When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer, Come and listen to me. 

 
All are invited to continue in silent prayer and meditation. 

Please extinguish your candle as you leave your worship space. 
 
 
 
 
Music for Meditation during Holy Week 
Respond for Compline in Passiontide: In manus tuas I (John Sheppard, 1515-1558) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXjgzIuM6Jo 
In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum.  
Redemisti me Domine, Deus veritatis. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit:  
you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 


