Wednesday, April 8

“Your Grief Will Turn to Joy”

John 16:19-24
19
Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are
you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will
see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I
tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve,
but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain
because her time has come; but when her baby is born, she forgets the
anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you:
Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no
one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything.
Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
24
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.
1 Peter 1:3-9

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come
so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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1 Peter 5:7-11
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
8
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the
faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
10
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong,
firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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