Monday, April 6
“I Go to Prepare a Place for You”
“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come…
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am
going.” (John 13:33; 14:1-4; see also John 13:31—14:14)

Some of our greatest flashes of fear are triggered by separation. And the deeper the
intimacy enjoyed in the past, the stronger the struggle to embrace the future. The disciples
were full of fearful questions when Jesus announced his departure. Yet Jesus understood
their troubled hearts and assured them of a continued home together.
What kinds of fearful questions does separation trigger?
Why does it seem that the deeper the intimacy, the harder the questions?
What comfort does Jesus’ promise of a heavenly home bring to such fearful questions?
What fear of separation do you struggle with the most these days? Sit down with Jesus and
let him show you his plans for your heavenly home.

Lord Jesus, this separation really hurts, as it must have when you were separated from your
Father. You now see the place He prepared for you and I thank you that you are willing to
share that place with me.

Scriptures for today’s devotional:
“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”
John 13:33-35
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place
where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know
the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
John 14:1-6

Romans 8:18-21
Present Suffering and Future Glory
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
18

Romans 8:31-39
More Than Conquerors
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those
whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No
one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of
God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is
written:
31

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[a]
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b] neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
37

Hebrews 12:1-3
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

